
35857    Economics of Crime 
 
module number 
35857 
module title 
Economics of Crime 
module coordinator  

Dr. Aixa Maria Garcia-Ramos 
 

examination number credit points (ECTS) hours per week (SWS) 

271040 5 2+2 
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workload 
Lecture 2 SWS (30 hours class instruction; 45 hours self-study) 
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Calculation is based on: every hr./sem.-week corresponds to 60 minutes. One semester is presumed 
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module applicability 
Modulgruppe D: Governance, Institutions and Development 
reference to the LPO I  
 
recommended requirements 
 
Solid knowledge in (undergraduate) microeconomics and statistics/econometrics  
obligatory requirements 
 
language  
English 
 

content 
This module introduces students to the theoretical and empirical contributions of economists to the 
understanding of crime. The economic approach to crime assumes that individuals choose whether 
to commit a crime based on a rational comparison of its expected costs and benefits. We start by 
reviewing the theoretical model of crime developed by Becker (1968), which has been the seminal 
work in the field. After introducing the key elements and implications of this model, we focus on the 
growing number of empirical studies that have attempted to test its predictions. More specifically, the 
module covers topics such as the role of policing, imprisonment, labour market opportunities, 
education, immigration, drug policy, and guns. We also examine the recent contributions in the 
subfields of intimate partner violence and organised crime. Throughout the course we will become 
familiar with a variety of sources of crime data, as well as policy evaluation methods commonly used 
in these empirical analyses. 
 
Table of contents: 



Chapter 1: Introduction 
Chapter 2: Economic models of crime 
Chapter 3: Taking the model to the data 
Chapter 4: Probability of apprehension 
Chapter 5: Severity of punishment 
Chapter 6: Labour market 
Chapter 7: Education 
Chapter 8: Immigration 
Chapter 9: Returns to crime 
Chapter 10: Illegal drugs 
Chapter 11: Social interactions 
Chapter 12: Intimate partner violence 
Chapter 13: Organised crime 
intended learning outcomes (ILOs) 
Students who have successfully participated in this module should be able to  

• demonstrate a clear understanding of the main topics in the field of the economics of crime 
including Becker’s theoretical model and the role of several determinants of crime 

• interpret and think critically about Becker’s theoretical model and approximately 15 
empirical studies reviewed in the lectures and tutorials 

• synthesise and communicate the content of the reviewed papers effectively in written and 
oral forms 

• conduct rigorous research and participate in well-informed debates on the area of the 
economics of crime. 

teaching methods 
Classroom lecture with interactive elements (Vorlesung mit Seminarcharakter) 
Uebung with tutorials and student presentations 
required attendance 
 
examination (type of examination, scope) 
Portfolio (final exam and presentation or seminar paper and presentation)  

overall grade relevance 
75% final exam and 25% presentation or 60% seminar paper and 40% presentation 
possibility of retake exam 
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additional notes 
Exam questions must be answered in English 
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